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24 June 2026  

To the Justice Select Committee, 

The Summary Offences ‘Move On Bill’ Amendment Bill penalises our homeless and impoverished 
citizens. Homelessness affects our children.  
 
Approximately 50% of our homeless are under 20 years old. (ref: Stat NZ) 

 
The May 2025 UNICEF Report rates Aotearoa-NZ 36th out of 36 OECD countries for poor child 
mental wellbeing. It records us as having the highest youth suicide rate- three times higher than the 
high income country average. It ranks us 32 out of 36 for overall child wellbeing.  

How is this Bill going to improve those shameful statistics? 
 
Our own Youth 19 data reveals that 29% of all surveyed young people have experienced 
homelessness and also notes a major surge in suicidality and clinical depression amongst those in 
severe housing stress. Yet this Bill proposes ‘moving them on’ as appropriate action. Do we watch 
our ugly statistics get even uglier? Moving them on - to where? 
 
If you’re freedom camping, you’re expressly excluded from being ‘moved on’. But if you’re rough 
sleeping, homeless and suffering you’re a disorderly problem? This is shameful thinking that solves 
absolutely nothing. 

 
The amendment would also allow Police to detain and charge people already suffering, including 
children. Fines of up to $2000 or imprisonment for breaching the order, would just end up costing 
the taxpayer money. How is a homeless person or child going to pay fines? The Justice system 
then presumably would invest taxpayer resources on attempts to recover fines, or charging 
vulnerable people? It seems rather nonsensical. 
 
Police and Justice resources would be better spent working with our schools and disadvantaged 
children, organisations and families to build safer communities that support families to thrive. 
 
People are on the streets, not necessarily attributable to any one political party or agency, but due 
to our country’s ongoing systemic failure to provide safe communities, suitable housing, and care 
structures for those disconnected from families and support networks. That is what we should be 
spending government resources on. 
 
This Bill appears to criminalise the homeless and impoverished, rather than addressing the 
underlying issues.  
We strongly oppose this Bill. 
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